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The new standard in jazz fake books since 1988. Endorsed by McCoy Tyner, Ron Carter, Dave

Liebman, and many more. Evenly divided between standards, jazz classics and pop-fusion hits, this

is the all-purpose book for jazz gigs, weddings, jam sessions, etc. Like all Sher Music fake books, it

features composer-approved transcriptions, easy-to-read calligraphy, and many extras (sample

bass lines, chord voicings, drum appendix, etc.) not found in conventional fake books.
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[The following is a review I gave for a slightly different version of this same exact book, the Real

Book from Sher. I've decided to copy it here because it's applicable.]From playing in both my high

school's and college's jazz ensembles, it was clear to me that "The Real Book" was the bible of jazz

standards. No instructor was without a copy. As a bass player, there have been countless times

were I was just tossed a photocopy of a page from the Real Book and the instructions of "Here, do a

walk over this chord progression."A number of things made this book the most demanded of its

kind. First of all, it contained hundreds and hundreds of jazz songs in a single volume. Second of all,

it mostly followed a one-page-per-song format, showing the most essential parts: the chord and

structure changes, the introductions, and the melody. If a song seemed to center around something

like a particular repeated bass line, then that line was also shown. And last but certainly not least,

the type face and unique "hand written" look made it the by far easiest book to physically read (no

eye strain!)Unfortunately, The Real Book was next to impossible to hunt down. No music stores

carried it, or at least admitted to carrying it. It was pretty much an under-the-counter item that you



could only get if you knew somebody. I guess these $50 books were always secretly copied and

bounded in some local guy's basement, in hopes of skirting all the legal copyright issues.Finally,

Sher Music Co. has taken the original Real Book, got copyright clearance from each and every

living composer, and in so doing even got to correct many mistakes based off the the composers'

very own lead sheets. They also threw in a number of full-page photographs of jazz greats.
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